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first temple were wanting in the second, i.e., the Ark wherein were
the tables of the covenant, and the cherubim that covered i t ; the Fire
which used to come down from heaven to devour the sacrifices ; the
Shekin,ah glory, the gift of prophecy or the Holy Spirit ; and the
Urim and Thummim.*
Verily, the earthly tabernacle was on a line with the shadowy
typical Levitical ministry that was performed in it, consisting in the
shedding of blood of bulls and goats, and in other gifts and sacrifices
that could not make even him that did the service perfect as pertaining
to the conscience, and which was only ordained until the time of
reformation. Indeed, so closely united and interdependent was the
tabernacle made with hands with the Levitical priesthood, that the
existence of the one depended on the existence of the other ; for, as
Keil, in his introduction to Haggai, well remarks, " The covenant of
God made with Israel, which He chose as His peculiar possession,
required, as a visible pledge of real fellowship into which Jehovah
had entered with His people, a place where .this fellowship could be
sustained."
For this reason, directly after the conclusion of the covenant
a t Sinai, God commanded the tabernacle to be erected for a sanctuary,
in which, as Covenant-God, He could dwell among His people in a
visible symbol, and as the sign cif the fulfilment of the promise at the
dedication of the tabernacle and the first temple, the glory of Jehovah,
in the form of a cloud, filled the sanctuary which had been built for
His name. Hence the continuance of the ancient covenant, or the
kingdom of God in Israel, was bound up with the tabernacle or temple.
When this was destroyed tJze covenant was broken, and the continuance of the kingdom oj' God was sztsfiended.
After the restoration from Babylon, when in the purpose of God
the conditional covenant and the Aaronic priesthood, or means of
communion between God and Israel, which had been dissolved during
the seventy years' exile, was to be renewed for a time, the first great
pre-requisite for it was the rebuilding of the sanctuary. Hence Haggai's
stirring appeals to his people to " go up to the mountain, and bring
wood, and build the house," so that with all possible zeal they might
thus practically attest their desire and readiness to resume the covenant
fellowship, which had been interrupted for a time.

* Heb. ix. 1-4 presents no difficulty against this historic fact, lor the writer
there does not describe the structure and contents of the second temple, which
was still standing (as is manifest from the use of ,the present tense in chapters
vii. 23 ; viii. 4 ; ix. 6, 7 ; x. I, and other passages), but speaks of the sanctuary
of the first covenant (ix. I), the tabernacle as originally designed, which had all
the tFings he enumerates, and which he shows was a shadow and example of
the true tabernacle, not made with hands, into which Christ has entered.
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permit that they follow Him through s u l l e ~ n ~LOg wlrl w e rn.drr;yr s
crown, He will still be with them, their sure " Guide over death."
But surely- this life of faith must be already in exercise now,
that we be strong in faith and not easily shaken when these things
come to pass.

Notes.

T

HE SPRING ANNUAL MEETINGS FOR PRAISE AND PRAYER,

w a , God willing, 5e held on Thursday, April 26th, in the Lecture
Hall of the Aldersgate Street (Citv of London) Y.M.C.A., 185,
Aldersgate Street, London, E.C.1, the nearest stations being the Metro-

,

Taken f ~ o n z the evil to come.

politan (Aldersgate Street) and Tube (Post Office).
The afternoon meeting will commence at 3.30, and the evening
meeting at 6.30.
General E. Owen Hay, C.B., has kindly consented to take the
chair a t the afternoon meeting.
The speakers will be Pastor W. S. Baker, of Guerney Road Chapel,
Stratford ; E. Meyer, from Paris ; J. Rottenberg, H. Newmark, and
J. H. Lewis.
Tea and coffee will be served at the close of the afternoon meeting.

Dear and valued friends of the Mission have been recently called
away from earth, to be with Christ, which is far better. We cannot
grudge them their blissful rest, but we miss them, and their faithful
interest and prayers.
One of these was a dear old minister-the Rev. John Anderson
Harris, of Stretford, Manchester. In January last a letter was
received telling of a nervous breakdown, but wishing the writer
to convey Mr. Harris' greetings in the precious Name of Jesus.
" He reads your magazine with the greatest interest and sympathy
with all the work, and follows very closely each account of the work,
which he constantly holds up in prayer." A month later, the same
friend, who calls Mr. Harris "her spiritual father," wrote of him as
having had another seizure and gradually sinking, " just taken home
to glory." For so many, many years this good friend wrote often,
and with such faithful sympathy for the work, and appreciation of our
literature.

Mr. Weinhausen has kindly 'consented to come to London and
fill in the interval during which Mr. Rottenberg will be absent on
mission work in Poland. We are sorry that he will return to Berlin
before the Annual Meetings take place.
We are looking to welcome Miss Cohen soon, who is hoping to
leave Palestine about April 17th, and will hardly arrive in England
in time for the Annual Meetings on the 26th, as she hoped to do. She
is feeling much run down in health, and on this account, in order to
have more benefit of the sea air, she is coming by the longer journey.

,
I

i

Mr. Weinhausen's report will be found to contain very interesting
matter, and in particular we would call attention to the sad account
of a friend, whose likeness is given, who has passed through very tragic
circumstances in Russia, which have a message we need to take to
heart to-day, as we see the gradual development of that lawlessness
which " casts away the cords of the Almighty " and " breaks the
everlasting covenant." The Scriptures do not conceal from us that this
will be universal, and that in the last few years of the present age
the true Church must live a pilgrim life, and be ready to part with
life itself rather than deny the Lord. Then faith will indeed be
severely tested, but "the Name of the Lord is a strong tower, the
righteous runneth into it and is safe." Some may realize His deliverance in great peril,, as did Daniel's three friends, when One like the
Son of God walks the fiery furnace with them ; or, again, if He

&

'
Another friend, Miss Jessie Leake, was from her early years
an earnest Christian and a great invalid, suffering from asthma. For
several years she lived in Sweden, and her great interest in Israel
led her to have some of Mr. Baron's little books, such as " The Jewish
Problem," translated into Swedish, as literature which would be of
use among Swedish Christians, enlightening them as to God's purposes
in, and through Israel. Miss Leake necessarily lived a retired life, but
her whole thought was how to serve the extension of the kingdom of
Tunbridge Wells.
Christ. She passed away on February 4th, '~%t.

And now, as we write, we learn of another friend who has entered
the Home above, from whom, through his daughter's pen, a very
kind message was received very near the time of his passing. This is
the Rev. F. Buscarlet, who ministered chiefly to English residents
and visitors in Switzerland. Some years since we attended the services
of his church in Montreux for some weeks, and were lodged under the
same roof with him and his daughter. An address given by him to a
week-evening congregation on the words " Having done all to stand,"
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Some Letters received from faithful friends
who cannot forget
A dear friend writes :"

Bournemouth,

" January
~ g t h ,1928.
I have just returned from our monthly Advent prayer meeting, held in
the Y.M.C.A. One of the topics spoken of was the work amongst.GodYsown
people, the Jews, and prayer was offered for you, dear Mrs. Baron, that God
would bless you and give you the necessary daily strength you so much need.
My thoughts went back to the day I saw you so ill with bronchitis when staying
a t Linden Hall, and how troubled dear Mr. Baron was lest he could not get you
home again. You had much more work to do for our Lord, and prayer was heard
'and answered. May you be spared for many years ; yea, until the Lord
may come.
" I was speaking of Mr. Baron's work this morning to two dear clergymen
friends, and they said what a wonderful exponent of scripture he was ; passages
that seemed difficult t o understand became quite clear after he had expounded
them.
" L. P."
" Yours affectionately,
"

A warm friend of Mr. Baron wrote lately :" I am amongst those who miss him and think of him with affection. I am
reading now a book on the Hebrews, and would like t o have his opinion in regard
to it-for i t seems to clear away some of the difficulties that may come into the
mind of an ordinary reader of the epistle.
" F. T. L."
" Yours sincerely,

"

Henfield, Sussex,
" Janztary 7th, 1928.

DEARMRS. BARON,
" Thank you so much for your note.
I thought it so kind of you to write.
I am very pleased, too, with the magazine and " The History of the Lost Tribes,"
because I hadn't been here more than a few weeks when a book purporting to
believe in the Anglo-Israel theory was lent me, and though I never have believed
in it a t all, being so unscriptural and ignoring, to a great extent, our Lord Jesus
Christ, I felt I wanted a clearer history than I could give to refute their arguments,
and I feel now I have it in this valuable book.
" I never had the pleasure or the opportunity of meeting Mr. Baron, but I
feel I know something of him through his books, and because Mrs. Pitowsky,
of Barnstaple, used t o speak t o me so often of him ; she had so many of his books.
He bas put the Christian Church under a deep obligation. I love his writings.
<' A. L. H."
" With kind regards, Sincerely yours,
"

I

4
6

I t is impossible to refrain from giving a lately received testimonj.
to my dear husband from another lady friend :" Dear Mr. Baron was one of the holiest men I ever knew-his
a solace to me."

memory is
" N: L."

Another friend writes :-

From a kind friend in Buxton :" January 7th, 1928.

DEARMRS. BARON,
" I am deeply thankful the Lord is enabling you to carry on the " work of
faith " and " labour of love " begun and so long continued by dear David Baron,
whose memory is very precious to me.
"

- --- ---

Word, and which a t the same time, by its whole-hearted dependence upon Him
for the supply of all its needs, is bearing an unqualified testimonv to the faithfulness
of Jehovah and t o the integrity and Divine authenticity of His Word which is
being so much denied in these days. The helpful and lucid expositions of Scripture
by your late husband have,helped me more'than any other writer that I have
read after. May our gracious Lord long spare you and the faithful workers associated with you to continue the testimony to the glory and honour of our soon
coming Lord.
" W. K."
" I remain, yours in His service,

" I am remitting the same amount as when dear Mr. Baron was with us.
I have his valued photo in my Bible as a book-mark, and so see i t daily which
one much prizes.
" The Jews are increasingly dear t o me for the Master's sake.
You and your
colleagues and the Testimony are daily remembered.
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" Trusting you are well and sustained, and that you are being encouraged
in your work of faith and labour of love.
" Sincerely and sympathetically yours in Him,
' I S. A."

A friend, when sending help for different purposes of the Mission,
and ordering Mr. Baronls last small book, " Jews and Jesus," adds
to his letter the following lines :Gt. Eastern Street, E.C.2.
" January 24th, 1428.
" The latter will complete my set of your dear husband's books, to which
I frequently turn, and which have been very greatly blessed to me.
" I am very thankful indeed that you are able to continue the service of
the Testimony, and I have sought for you, and for all the friends engaged in it,
the continuing grace of our God and Father. How rapidly time is flowing on !
I t seems but a few years ago that I remember your husband speaking a t Highgate
Road Baptist Church somewhere about the time of Moody and Sankey's visit
in '85 or '86. . . .
" With sincere regards, Your friend truly.
<' C. F."
('

" Praying that every blessing m
in the Hebrew Christian Testimony (
" Yours most sincerely.

"

" February ~gtlz,1928.
DEAR MRS. BARON,
" Enclosed please find Treasury Note. This is a thankoffering.
I am thankful
that the Lord has enabled you to help in carrying on dear Mr. Baron's work,
and it is lovely still to see his enlightening articles in THE SCATTERED
NATION.
With earnest prayers for you and the work, I remain,
" (Mrs.) L. O'C."
" Sincerely yours,
' I

-4 friend writes :Will you put the enclosed to whatever department of the Mission you feel
the most in need, in remembrance of your dear husband, ' gone Home,' who
was a real inspiration t o me and I am sure he was to hundreds of other souls. . . .
" M. G."
" Very affiectionately,
('

"

A dear friend in Southborough says :" I feel increasingly what a privilege it was to have known such a man of
God as Mr. Baron, and how greatly his writings help one in some small measure
to understand the meaning of the events of the present day. How utterly bewildering they are to some who have not had that privilege, and wonder that peace
and prosperity do not follow all the efforts made to produce them.
" Yours affectionately,
" E. L. C."
" Tywardreath.
DEARMRS. BARON,
" I am enclosing a gift for the Mission.
I read with thankfulness in THE
SCATTERED
NATIONthat God is still blessing and upholding the work, and, of
course, He will continue to do so as we are true to Him and put first things first.
Though He take the leader, He Himself steps into the breach. I am glad He is
strengthening and sustaining you also.
" I only met Mr. Baron once, and it was years ago, over thirty, I believe,
a t Tunbridge Wells, but I loved Israel before this. How near we are coming t o
their time of blessing ; but first Jacob's trouble-and then how very near to
the time of reunion with our loved ones and of seeing our blessed Redeemer
face to face. God have you and all His own in His holy keeping till that blest day !
" Yours in Him,
" A. A. G."
"

We receive many kind letters of appreciation of THE SCATTERED
NATIOX, and especially of the writings of Mr. Baron which appear
in it.
" Clifton,
" J a n u a y qIh, 1928.
DEARMRS. BARON,
" Thank you so very much for the January copy of THESCATTERED
NATION,
which I am sure, from a general glance, will prove a magazine of deep interest,
and of help and blessing, as now for a good many years past has been my experience of previous issues. I t is the one magazine I always read from cover to
cover with real delight and profit. . . .

Kilkee,

Peckham,
" January gth, 1928.

DEARMRS. BAROPU',
" Have just received THE SCATTERED
NATION,and was so glad t o see and
to read " The Priesthood of Christ," by Mr. Baron ; it is so helpful, and all the
record of the different branches of work connected with the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, and as I read the ' New Year's Portents,' I thought it well
to send on the enclosed amount _/I P.O., as things seem to be rapidly developing
one does not know what another day may bring ; please use in whatever way
you think. Am so glad you are being sustained to direct the work. Am sure
many are helping by prayer, for the loss of your husband must still be felt deeply,
but, oh ! when our Lord and Master comes and we meet our dear ones, the joy
will compensate for all the sorrow. The blessed hope of seeing the Lord and being
like Him. May you be continually supported and comforted till He come or till
He call.
.('L. Y."
" Yours very sincerely,
"

" Eton Grove.
MRS. BARON,
" I t was a very great pleasure to get a letter from you this morning. Although
I have not written, we have often thought of you, knowing so well that your
bereavement was of no ordinary character. I'm sure that all who were privileged
to know dear Mr. Baron were deeply attached t o him, and feel how much poorer
the Christian public are now he is no longer in our midst. And if we feel so, what
must your feelings be ? Probably few know what your care of him has meant
for the Church of God. He has left a very gracious memory behind him.
" With affectionate wishes to you for the new year from us both,
" K. C. K."
" Yours lovingly,
"

MY

DEAR

"

" Auckland,
" New Zealand.
" DEARMRS. BARON,
" For two years now my dear wife and I have received and have been much
blessed in reading THESCATTERED
NATION.We are of opinion that a friend who
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threatened do not'leave us time tor a deeper self-consciousness. For
a long time we have forgotten to listen to the Sabbath of our souls,
to review the very tortuous way of our past, seeking to know its
direction and aim. The intuitive assurance when a choice and a
decision are necessary, all the unconscious components of our Jewish
psyche which have ever given us the firmness to go straight and
intact ahead on our eternal pathway upon the narrow crest of a
hostile reality, have lost something of their intensity.
"Who are we ? Where are we going ? What are we to do ? "thus the human spirit has ever asked, seeking to know the direction,
the goal and way of human life. And herein lies Buber's special Jewish
task, that he recall these three weighty questions to our minds and
obliges us to come to a decision.
" The first of Dr. Buber's three addresses on Judaism was based
upon the question : ' Is our Judaism still REALITY to us, or but
an OUTWARD FORM ? ' and he scrutinises closely the two points which
come into prominence as characterising the phenomenon of JudaismReligion and Nation. Jewish religousness appears to him ' a reminiscence, perlzaps a hope, but not a present reality ' ; for its spirit is no
more realised, and it is no more a fact and manifested in the life of
the individual. What remains to us is but the profession, tradition,
and the Law, which, however, will never be able to replace the essence
or power of religion.
" And national unity-the second factor of our existence ? Though
we have preserved our unity among the other peoples as a separate
body, yet we have missed that by which the individual becomes a
member of the national community, that moral link which consists
in the connection with the same country, the same language and the
same customs. The incongruity between the Jewish mind and the
unjewish surrounding, between the Jewish soul and the outward
circumstances represent a tragical discord in the life of the Jew. The
only way out of this tragic position is for us that remain to accept this
incongruity as the atmosphere in which we find ourselves, and to
retain our Jewish consciousness and mind.
" Buber's second address, 'Jewry and Humanity,' was the
attempt to trace-through
this complexity of our being-our
duty to our fellow-men. As a people we have given to humanity
things, both of the highest and lowest order, corresponding
to the dualism which characterises the Jewish psyche, which tends as
well to the heights as to the lowland of being, but a t the same time
there is the will to overcome this dualism, the striving after oneness
or levelling of these contradictory tendencies. From this desire for
union arises the idea of unity of God as the solution of this inward
psychic conflict, as well as the idea of the all-righteousness which has

79

originated with the endeavour of mankind to be of one mind and
form one community.
Another way in which this Jewish effort after unity manifests itself
consists in the Messianic conception : ' Seeing the disunion of the world
and striving after reunion, the Jew created the Messianic ideal which,
in later time, with control and assistance of the Jews, has been modified
and limited in time, and which is now called Socialism. The historical
development of Judaism is to be understood only from the course of
its mental tendency.' This being the original structure of our nature,
our world-wide task lies in uniting the aggregate value that is stored
up in humanity, spiritually and socially.
" In his last address, Dr. Buber spoke on the ' Revival of Judaism. '
Three fundamental tendencies have ever been effective in Judaism :
the ideas of ztniiy, of action, and of the future. Action, that is the
practical realisation of the Divine, has always been the centre of
Jewish religious thought, and its characteristic feature was not merely
knowledge of the truth, but its realisation. Messianism is the highest
expression of the unshaken confidence of the Jew in the future salvation
of the world. And thus a revival means to us a renewal of this threefold
Jewish fundamental tendency and a vivification of our impetus for
their realisation which must be an individual experience.
" ' The Holy Way ' is what Buber calls ' Israel's-God's Eternal
Way.' And this way, the aim of which is the realisation, the building:
u p of Divine communion, leads over Zion ; its preliminary condition
is a Jewish regeneration. ' This regeneration of the Jewish people
will only come to pass when the craving for deliverance and longing
for redemption, aspiration for our own country and striving after true
community will meet in a new form, ethnologically and in a general,
human sense."
This " regeneration " will come to pass, but in a spiritual way.
Our friends will see from the next article taken from a Christian peri.odical, how this is already foreshadowed in a movement among Jews :" Since the war a Union of Hungarian Jews, who recognise Christ,
has been developing an animated activity. Their aim is to unite all
who believe in the Messiahship of Christ without difference of religion
The president of the Hungarian branch of this Association, Dr. Eoldes,
gave'the following information on it :
" ' We have not renounced Judaism. Our effort is to bring our
lives into conformity with the New Testament. Our principle is to
let everybody live as he wishes to. We do not prescribe rites nor dogmas,
the profession that binds u s together is the profession of faith in Christ.
This, however, does not hinder us from continuing in our Jewish faith.
We feel that he who recognises the Bible (I) must also recognise the
New Testament. From the viewpoint of culture, I cannot see it other-
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wise ; for the Bible (Old Testament) agrees with the New Testament
in a way that both together form one harmonious whole.
" ' Everybody is welcome in our meetings. We are no mystical
sect, but simply expound the Bible : the Word of God and the Truth
of Christ, just as they are written and without distorting them. For
to be a Jew believing in Christ will not mean to be a Christian. The
tendency of our self-chosen godly alliance is to believe in Christ and
yet to remain a Jew, to adhere to both Testaments without being
baptised-which is mostly being done for personal interests.
" ' Our movement is not quite a recent one ; in Germany it was
known before the war, but has been developing more considerably
after the war. In America, England and France our profession is
equally spread. In some Hungarian towns we have had meetings
which are taking the place of services. The Lord's Prayer is often
prayed in Hebrew, which is not difficult for us, as we count among our
members conspicuous Jewish scholars. Apart from this, the language
of the country to which the members of the Union belong, is being
used in the meetings and prayers. We do not collect money except
voluntary gifts. Oilr meetings take place on Saturdays in a little
restaurant where no spirits are sold. We often have visits from well
known spiritual teachers, who explain the Bible ; as a rule, a discussion
follows.
" ' The Union includes different classes of Society. Among our
members we count physicians, lawyers, teachers, officials, pensioners,
letter-carriers and shop-boys. Some of them keep the Sabbath, others
celebrate the Sunday as day of edification ; in this we lay down no
prescribed rule, everybody's conviction is holy. Each member
cares for his own spiritual needs, as he likes ; we have no symbols
and' no ceremonies. We have neither crucifixes nor Thora.* We wish
to abandon mere formalities and only receive what is the unique
truth. Our services have no prearranged order. A portion of the
Bible is chosen and thoroughly considered by us. Not long ago we had
Abraham Felke in our midst, a Talmudist well known everywhere
in Europe, who belongs to the Union of Jews believing in Christ.' "
How does official Judaism regard these " signs of the time " ?
The answer will be found in the following third article, which was
published in a French Protestant paper, Le Christianisme " :" On
Saturday, January q t h , the ' Fraternit6 ' -1- of Belfort
had the very great pleasure of hearing the Rabbi speak on the question :
'WHAT SHOULD BE THE ATTITUDE OF AN ISRAELITE

*

T h e Pentateuch written on parchment and rolled up.-E.M.

7 " Fraternite," name of a society, meaning " brotherhood."-E.

M.
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(I) That the Talmud is not only considered as having nearly
the same importance " as the Old Testament, but that to the majority
of the Jews the latter is as good as unknown, and that the Talmud
is believed to be inspired of God, and to contain, not only the line of
conduct for the individual Jew, but all directions and prescriptions
which constitute the Judasim of to-day.
( 2 ) That neither Jesus, nor Christianity, occasioned the dispersion
of Israel, but that Israel rejected their own Icing and Redeemer Whom
God sent to them, and that it is on account of their having rejected
and crucified Jesus, that the judgment which God announced before
through His holy Prophets, came upon them, and still lasts.
(3) That the abolition of wars, and the resurrection of the dead
will take place at the second coming of Christ, and that " justice and
brotherhood " will be the main features of the millennia1 kingdom
which the Son of David will found on the earth when God will have
put all His " enemies under His footstool " (Ps. cx. I). Until that time
no human efforts will result in a lasting peace on earth.
But nevertheless, the very fact that a Jewish Rabbi gave an
address to a Protestant auditory is significant, and that a Rabbi publicly
speaks of the Lord Jesus in such a way would have been an impossibility some fifty years ago. That " those who believe that Jesus is
the Messiah " are waiting for His return, is a blessed truth ; but
He will come only for them, to take them unto Himself. When He
will come for the Jewish nation, they will have passed through that
great and terrible tribulation where two-thirds of them will perish
(Zech. xiii. 8). And the third part that will remain, will be brought
" through the fire," but upon them, the faithful remnant, God will
breathe, as Ezekiel prophesied in that passage I mentioned a t the
beginning ; or, as Zechariah puts it : God will pour upon them " the
Spirit of grace and of supplications."
And then that will come to pass which has not been referred to in
any of these three articles, not even by those who belong to the "Union
of Jews " who recognise Christ, of whom our second article speaks.
They do but see in Him the Messiah promised in the Old Testament ;
but Dr. Foldes does not say a word on Israel's great national sin in
crucifying the Son of God, and that tlzrot@z faith in Him Whom God
has raised, and exalted, they will receive the re~?zissionof theif. sins.
When God will take away from His old Covenant people the
" vail of Moses " which is upon their heart (zCor. iii. 16), " they shall
look upon Him Whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for
Him " (Zech. xii. 10). This will be the hour of Israel's restoration
as a people, and what we seek to do as a Mission is to prepare the
ground, by the preaching of the Gospel, for that wonderful day of
((

I

,

~
I

lIIVIG
L l l d ~ ~ LIIJS . wt: ~ L ~ ~ m
C eI glaa
I
riaings to the Jews, hopmg that
the Lord will save some of them izow, so that they will not have to pass
through that "hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the
world." (Rev. iii. lo), but be made children of God, waiting to see
the " Lamb of God 'r Who will come soon in His glory.
Pray, my dear friends, that the Lord may open many a Jewish
heart to receive this glorious good news !

+

Notes by Mrs. Meyer,

M

9I

I

RS. MEYER writes a few lines about the Christmas gatherings
in the Paris Mission Hall for the women and children, which
were separately held.
" You will be interested to hear something of the Christmas
festivities we held for our Jewish mothers and children.
" The children's evening was eight days before Christmas. This
time they came punciually to time, all of them clean and daintily
dressed. AU of them knew their verses and behaved well ; it rejoiced
me to see how well Miss Brugger had them in hand, and how they
followed her lead, remaining quietly in their places until their gifts
were brought to them, and then thanking nicely.
" In former years the children would not return after the holidays ;
this time, on the very first day we looked for them twentysix came,
and kept their promise given on their festive evening, listening quietly
and attentively.
" Before the Christmas festivities began and they received their
gifts, my son asked them to be always good and attentive from that
time on, to which they willingly agreed.
" Our women's festival also went off very well. We had sixteen
women with us, nearly all of them fresh-comers, for we have had to
make an entirely new beginning. The women who came in earlier times
gave up doing so, and Miss Brugger and I thought it better to seek
others and invite such as did not know anything of the giving in
former days. At first only two or three came, then one brought another
with her, or addresses of other women were given to invite. Yesterday
afternoon we again made such a visit to women who had not been to
the mission before.
" We dressed the hallewith fir branches for the Christmas gathering
of the women.
" The story of the birth of Jesus was related and then coffee and
cake were handed round before we were free to give individual attention
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which the sermon followed, and closed with the singing by the congregation of a Christian hymn from the National Hymnbook for Home
Missions, which Mr. Weinhausen himself accompanied on the harmonium. The Lord's Prayer was unitedly repeated in German, and the
meeting closed with prayer and the blessing." . . .
We do not lack visitors ; such as are in mental or bodily need
come to my study. But others, Jews and Jewesses, often come who
have very special requirements, which are sometimes quite impossible
to satisfy.
For instance, one day a distinguished gentleman came and introduced himself as a member of the council of the synagogue, and his
request was that I should not carry on such zealous propaganda for our
Mission ; those who wanted to come to us could find the way without
that. He had come to me because a number of families had complained
that some of their members no longer attended the synagogue, and
they were greatly afraid that these people would soon publicly leave
the synagogue. I replied, " Your fear is not without reason ; it is
even justified ; for I laow that many Jews, of all ranks in life, have
left the synagogue for ever. Why do you not enquire conscientiously
into the grounds of such defection ? If you gave sufficient spiritual
food to the hungry souls whom God has committed to your care,
they would not come to us. The fact that they do come to us proves
that, in the synagogue little or nothing is offered for their immortal
souls. If yon do your utmost to get your Rabbis to proclaim the
Word of God in truth and purity, as it is written in the Scriptures,
then I am sure that the Jewish members of the synagogue will attend
the services with greater interest and more blessing to themselves.
But as long as only cold morality and philosophy are preached from
your pulpits, so that the hearts of men are left cold and empty, all
those hungry, shivering souls will leave you to come to us for satisfaction."
In order that he might be convinced of our own position as regards
the Word of God, I gave him some tracts and papers, asking him,
when he had read them himself, to pass them on for other gentlemen
of his acquaintance to read too. We parted with a friendly hand-shake.
Rather less agreeable was the visit of a Jewish lady who came
accompanied by a man who was far from refined. She had come from
a distance because she was anxious about the salvation of the s o d
of her younger brother. She said : " My brother is in danger of becoming a Christian, and he has come to this through listening to your
addresses. Can you not influence my brother to return to the synagogue and give up the idea of becoming a Christian ? " I replied :
" I can truthfully tell yon that I do not know your brother at all ;
certainly I have not had the young man in my study or spoken to him.
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But if he, like so many others, has attended the meetings in the missionhall, and has experienced an inward conviction of the truth of Christianity, that is not my work. The Spirit of God, who works in stillness
in the spirit of man, has enlightened your brother, has shown him his
sins, and God has offered him mercy and grace in our Messiah. Yo11
must not hold me responsible for this,.it is God's work alone. Besides,
anybody who behaves quietly and suitably may be present- at ,our
meetings, and we do not enquire his name, his calling, or his address."
Unfortunately, she refused to give me either her own name or
her brother's, fok fear that I might then really do my utmost to influence the young man. The lady acted certainly as a lady should, and,
to the great astonishment of her escort, asked me for some literature
from which she could find out for herself about our teaching. The
man, on the other hand, was rude and insulting, saying : " Men with
an occupation like yours are ' soul catchers.' and any means are good
enough for him if only they can accomplish their end, that is, convince
a Jew of their teaching."
Next day, I found in my letter-box a picture postcard. It
represented a Jewish Christian who had gone to visit her parents in
Poland, and who was cast out and cursed by them and the whole
Jewish community. On the back of it were a few insulting words.
The visit of a certain Frau, Professor N., was much pleasanter.
She introduced herself to me by saying : " My husband is professor
of natural history in a high school in Berlin. He has been an atheist
for many years, and he has succeeded in undermining my Jewish
faith, so that for a long time I have ceased to believe in God. But
there came a time when I was dangerously ill, and every hope of my
recovery was given up. As a last hope-a really despairing effort-I
prayed to God, and here I am still alive, for He answered my prayer.
I cannot talk to my husband of my experiences, he has no comprehension for anything supernat~xralor religious. I have not come to
you to ask for instruction in Christian teaching, my husband would
not allow anything of that sort ; but I have come to ask you if you
would sell me a German Bible. I have made up my mind to read it
daily, and I hope that from the contents of the Old Testament and the
New Testament I shall attain sufficient knowledge that I may be led
on in my faith."
For more than three hours I talked with this seeking soul about
God's plan of salvation, and particularly about the position of Israel
with regard to the Messiah. I am convinced that the seed sown here
fell on good ground, and.that in time it will spring up and bear fruit.
With hearty thanks for my instruction, the dear lady left the missionhouse, and my warm wishes that blessing might be hers went with
her.
#
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. For the same purpose, namely, to buy a Bible, a Jewish girl &;dent

came to me. She was the only child of eminent and rich Jewish parents.
With almost childish candour she said to me : " I have come to you
from sheer fright. My parents are very, very fond of me, but they do
not believe in God, and have not let me have any real religious instruction. In the lectures at the Berlin University, I have for the first time
iri my life heard
God and eternity
referred to, and
I- should like to
know
more
about that. I
was told to buy
a Bible, for that
would instruct
me in all tfiat is
worth knowing.
I should have
come to you long
ago, but I was
afraid, for I had
heard so. much
t h a t was. f a r
from praisew o r t h y about
missionary societies. Now I
know that what
was told me was
exaggerated, or
even untrue." I
was permitted,
during a conversation of
several hours, to
show t o this
young Jewess the way to the heart of our heavenly Father through
Christ, and I hope that she will find her way to the mission-house
again with more confidence.
As often as we prayed to God : " Send us seeking souls from the
house of Israel, that we may show them the way to Thee," He heard
our prayer. And even if they did not come.in crowds, they came singly,
and we could deal with them all the more thoroughly.
Some time ago, Mrs. Z., a lady in good circumstances, came to
us. In the synagogue she had sought in vain for ,peace for her soul.

She heard; in my study, of Jesus the Saviour of sinners, but it was like
a fairy tale to her, for she could not believe that God had sent His
Son to die for sinners. She would have liked to do something herself,
so that God might forgive her sins, and ihe was not at all satisfied
with my explanations. But as she continued to attend our meetings,
God gradually opened-her heart, d that she could grasp His plan
of salvation.

-
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. She grew gradually into a deeper knowledge and faith, so that
now she is a .real joy to us. Now she is not only a Jewess who
believes in Christ, but one who confesses Him bravely and rejoices
.that, -though she is much more than seventy years old, she can still
tell others of her Saviour and of what He has done for her own soul.
A little while - ago she was expecting to undergo an operation, she
prayed earnestly that God might help her, and He answered her prayer.
Later, -when she came to me after one of our meetings, she said : " I
had prayed to the Saviour that He might be with me and help me,
that the pains might not be too great. He helped me, and has given
me a new lease of life. I must be doubly thankful to Him for that now."
That same evening she brought her sister with her to the meeting ;
the latter is also very aged, but she is still far from the Gospel-; the
wonder-working God can, and will, help her too, a t the right timethat is our prayer. Our .dear Mrs. Z., though she is lame and lives
about a mile away from the mission-house, hardly ever misses a meeting, and her face shines like that of -a saint who has found perfect
peace in Christ. God give 11s more such Lydia-like souls.

Nrs. Fr., a distinguished, well-educated Jewess, had gone through
much suffering and heart-ache, and had sought for comfort and strength
where none was to be found. First she went to the different Jewish
religious sects, to the Zionists and to the Orthodox Jews, then to the
Theosophist and Mystics, but found neither peace nor comfort, and
still less inward strength for her d ~ ~ t i in
e s life. Very specially heavy
afflictions led her to examine herself, and by God's wonderful grace
she was brought to me. She unveiled her most intimate experiences
quite frankly. Then she said : " I have tried everything, but nothing
gave me rest, strength or peace. Necessity taught me to pray, even
without a prayer-book, I just prayed what came into my heart. 'And
God must have answered my prayer, for I heard as though in a dream
a voice saying to me : ' Search the Scriptures, for it is they which
testify of Me.' That was the first light given to me ; but I do not
know yet if I am on the right way, and have come to ask your advice."
Since then Mrs. Fr. has often come to.me, and for many hours I have
.explained to her the Scriptures, as Philip once did to the eunuch.
To-day she is certain of her salvation, and Jesus has become the Master
and Guide of her life. Her greatest anxiety now is that her grown-up
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son, too, may find the way to the Lord, and thereby find the way to
peace.
Mrs. Li., once a very rich and distinguished woman, the owner
of a big hotel in Constantinople, retuned after her husband's death
to her home in Vienna. There she came into contact with people
with very fine titles, but who, without her being aware of it, had no
very fine character. Very soon they managed, by swindling and cheating,
to get hold of her fortune. Having lost in that way in Vienna her
money and jewels and other possessions, she came with her two daughters to Berlin. With God's help she succeeded in obtaining a modest
post that kept her and them from extreme poverty. Much depressed
and almost become a misanthrope by her fearful experiences in Vienna,
she came to our meetings. Here she heard something to which she was
till then a stranger. She found comfort in the Word of God and new
strength, so that one day she appeared in my study to discuss with
me several points which were not clear to her. I was able to give her
advice and practical help, which was blessed by the Lord. And now ?
Mrs. Li. is hardly ever absent from our meetings, and we feel that God's
spirit is working out a new life in her.
Mr. Gz., a m a n of great learning, who had in the East a post as
Rabbi, gave up this position and came to Berlin thirsting for spiritual
freedom and knowledge. He is working at the university here for the
degree of Ph.D. in ancient languages. He is often in my study, and
told me : " In the East I was, as it were, caught in a prison and in
spiritual darkness. Now I desire to gather treasures which are true
life, in order to pass them on to other people, for many are still living
in folly and prejudice and darkness. Whether my future will be in
mission work, I do not know ; but if God leads me to it, I am ready
to follow His call." Mr. Gz. reads the New Testament eagerly, and has
a good understanding of the truths of Christianity, and he has long
since given up his former opposition to the teaching of the New Testament. We are grateful to the Lord that He has led such a man to us,
and we hope that his stay in Berlin may be the means of lasting blessing
to him. Who will remember this man in intercessory prayer before the
throne of grace ?
Mr. J. Sch., whom ~ h called,
d
as He once did Abraham, to leave
his home and his father's house, came to our meetings and heard the
Gospel. He was without any faith or living hope, but God's Spirit '
worked new life in him so that he could confess and say with Peter :
" We believe and.are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the
living God." He has indeed passed from death unto life. Praise be to
God Who has brought this about through His Spirit. Mr. J. Sch.
has now a post in a Christian institution where, to the best of his powers,
and with much love and devotion, he serves men who have made
shipwreck of their lives in body and mind.
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Mr. P., who once came to one of our meetings as an atheist, and
who, through the preaching of the cross, was convinced of his sins
and of the grace of Christ, has witnessed a good confession, and has
proved that faith in Christ is worth more to him than all the riches
of this world. After his conversion, he wrote to his parents that he
had found peace for his soul through faith in Christ, and that he would
rejoice if they, too, would find the way of salvation. A short time
after, his mother came from Warsaw in order, through' threats, promises
and entreaties, to bring her son away from faith in Christ. She promised
him a bride from a good Jewish family, a good business and some
thousands of dollars if he would only declare himself prepared to return
with her and to give up his faith in Christ.
He stood the test and remained firm under the temptation, for
the Lord gave him power and courage so that he could give a
good testimony to the glory of our Saviour. After his mother had
tried for a whole month to get him away from his faith in Christ,
and could see for herself that all her trouble was in vain, she travelled
back alone to Warsaw. From that time on, Mr. P. received no more
letters from his home, and his parents have doubtless mourned for
him as dead, and have worn mourning for him for a year, as the
rabbinical law prescribes in such cases. But the angels of God, and
we with them, rejoice over one sinner who has repented, over one
lost sheep which the faithful Shepherd has long sought and has now
found.
Mr. R. D., of German birth, was early left an orphan when both
his parents died. Left to his own resources, he came in contact with
a Jewish family who cared for him with much affection. He had learnt
nothing of real living Christianity from his parents or in school. When
he grew up and got to know a Jewish girl, he wanted to marry her.
But, as the Jewish parents would only give their daughter in marriage
to a Jew, he declared himself quite willing to become one. For more
than a vear, a teacher gave him instruction in Hebrew, and a Rabbi
taught him the Jewish religion. After he was circumcised, the wedding
took place, it was a great affair, and many Jews were invited. He
wanted to be a very pious Jew, so he went every morning quite early
to a little synagogue in Berlin and recited the prayers prescribed by
the lab, and otherwise honestly endeavoured to do all that the Jewish
law required of him. In spite of the fact that he now prayed much,
and even did not fail to fast as well, God's blessing did not rest upon
him, and he h e w no peace.
After three years of married life, his wife died, and he had
serious business losses ; . he felt that God's hand was heavy upon
him. God smote him in many ways and often stood in his
path, but he would not see it, or perhaps he could not. Then the
Good Shepherd led him to our meeting ; here he heard something he
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Mr. S. H. F. is the son of a Jewish mill owner, and was born in
Curland. When the world-war broke out, he became a soldier and
fought in the Russian Army. Twice he was severelv wounded, but he
always recovered and went back to the front to continue fighting.
When in 1917the Russian front collapsed as a result of the revolution,
he went back to his home to help his father. After the world-war came
to an end, even in that unhappy land the Bolshevists grasped all the
power and at once killed all those who would not instantly give their
allegiance to the red flag. How many millions of men were killed by
these servants of Satan, or lost their lives as a consequence of the great
distress and privation, will never be known on earth. Thirty-one
Russian bishops and I, 560 priests were mostly murdered in the cruellist
fashion. This does not include many hundreds of evangelical pastors.
Many of them, that is certain, died the martyr's death because of their
witness to Jesus, thus sealing their witness with their blood.
The flood of Bolshevists now spread over the unfortunate Baltic .
lands, and there alone forty-five evangelical pastors were murdered by
these executioner's assistants. Mr. S. H. F. had his own special experiences in this time of great trouble. Let us hear what he experienced in
body and soul. " Our distress was great, and our lives were daily in danger; corpses of murdered men lay about everywhere; houses and whole
villages were burnt down by these savages. As we owned a mill, we
had at least somethng to eat. But the poor in Mitau, amongst whom
we had some relations, were in want and starvation. I consideied it
was my duty to help them. So one day I loaded a cart with two sacks
of flour and set out for the town. Not far from Mitau I was caught
by Bolshevists ; they took away my cart and I was brought as a
prisoner to the dreaded prison in Mitau. Here I sat in a dirty little
room with sixteen other men, most of whom did not know why they
were put there. They soon said to me : " Those who are here only go
out to be shot." One of those executioner's assistants came daily,
caIled out one or two names, and then led out the miserable men into

distinctly the horrible screams of agony
of those unfortunates who were literally
tortured to death. I knew for certain
that, unless God worked a special
miracle, it would be impossible t o
escape from here. Then one day the
order came that all prisoners were to
be brought out of their cells ; our hair
stood on end with fright, and each one
thought his last hour had come.
We stood in rows in the prison
yard. The order was given to transport
us to Riga. Then a Bolshevist came
up and looked a t me, and I recognised
him as a man who had been at the
front, and stood in the same line with
me for over three years. He asked me:
' Why are you here ? What have you
done ? ' I told him hastily that I had wanted to take two sacks of
flour to starving people in Mitau, which was certainly a forbidden
thing to do, but that I had not otherwise done anything against
the new government. Thank God, I was released, and could leave
that pestilential hole a t once, while all my fellow prisoners were
shot the same day.
In the prison yard was a great ditch half full of water, and the
corpses of men. When I came back to the town later, I heard that the
women had not been able to recognise the corpses of their husbands,
for the Bolshevists had literally hacked them to pieces. All those
who had been in prison with me were transported that day to Riga,
but not one of them reached there alive. They were all shot down
on the foad by their escort. I had learnt to pray in prison in my anguish
and need, now I learnt to give thanks for my escape. I experienced *
the truth of the words in Psalm xci. 7 : " A thousand shall fall at thy-
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side and ten thousand at thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh
thee."
While I lay in prison in Mitau, the Bolshevists had attacked my
home and acted worse than wild animals there. The whole place was
one burnt-out heap of ashes, and any men who had escaped killing
had fled to the woods. Our house and mill had fallen victims to the
flames. What should I do now ? Where should I go ? Then God sent
a German officer to me, an earnest, distinguished man ; he took me
to Germany with him. Here I have worked on the land like a common
labourer on a farm. God was with me and gave me much grace, so
that I always rose higher till I am now an inspector with many workmen
under me. But I thank God most for what He has done for my soul.
When I was studying the Talmud, my teacher told me that Jesus was
a deceiver, through whom much misfortune had come to Israel.
In prison I heard for the first time from the New Testament the
true doctrine of Jesus, which the German officer later explained to
me more clearly. When I came into true Christian surroundings on
the land in Germany, I went every Sunday to church with my workmen,
and heard there that Jesus had died for my sins, too, and that through
faith alone in Him I could be saved. I have for a long time studied
the Word of God carefully, and now I know, too, that Jesus died for
me. I want to confess this faith in Christ publicly, and to be received
into His Church, so I have come to you, and shall not go away till I
have been received into His Church."
With great joy I instructed dear Mr. S. H. F., thanking God with
him for His wonderful leading, and then I received him by baptism,
into Christian fellowship. Now he stands true as a man blessed of the
Lord, who will also be a blessing to others.
In conclusion, I must tell you a little about our Christmas festival,
in which seventy-five Jews and Hebrew Christians took part. Many
recited hymns and poems, or sang solos in which their joy in the Lord
was made known. Amongst our invited guests was a Dr. X., a Rabbi,
still holding that office. For several days I had had long earnest conversations with him, in which I could show him the way to Christ
and to perfect peace. God has already done much for this dear man,
for he is not far from the kingdom of God. But he needs the faithful
intercession of God's children that he may reach full salvation in
Christ. What he heard and saw with us will doubtless have strengthened
his faith in Christ. With shining eyes he listened to the preaching of
the Gospel ; it was the first, but not the last time in his life that he
heard that full reconciliation can be obtained only through the blood
.of Christ. We parted as brothers who had become united through
faith in Christ, with the lively hope that we should meet again on earth
or at last in heaven.

What we experienced, and what the Lord has done in work amongst
his ancient people of the covenant often appears as a wonder of His
great grace. For He has made us ashamed of our weak faith and showed
us that He can work on the souls of men through weak and feeble
instruments, and can give new life to dead bones.

Encouraging Information about Palestine.
Oranges.
ALESTINE enjoyed an extraordinarily good yield of oranges
in the year 1926--27, and this notwithstanding much damage
wrought by rain and frost. The Empire Marketing Board of
London record an increase of 46,000 cases shipped to British ports
within this time over the number of the previous season.
At present some 10,ooo acres of orange plantations are under
cultivation, while some 83,000 acres are estimated as suitable for this
purpose. A company of British and American business men has been
formed with the object of preparing orange plantations for selling in
small lots to cultivators.

P

Bananas.
Banana cultivation is also being commenced, and a company is
formed for the purpose of establishing banana plantations in Migdal,
on Lake Tiberias, to promote export trade. Small plantations of goo
dunam (205 acres) have been already started in the neighbourhood
of Jaffa, about 300 in Jericho, and IOO in Galilee, but these are only
sufficient to supply Palestine itself. The new company will endeavonr
to obtain markets in Egypt, the Balkans, Roumania and Russia.
Cotton Groze&g.
An interesting introduction is being made in Palestine of the cultivation of cotton, which in this land ceases to be an annual hevb, and
takes the character of a $evenn.ial bzbs7z. There is a scheme for the
irrigation of the land about the. Jordan valley to foster the growth
of the cotton plant. For this purpose it is proposed to construct a
dam across the Jordan, and in connection with it a power station,
as this will also meet a great need in Palestine.
The long misrule of Turkish government, which exacted a tax
on every tree, by deforestation, has led in the centuries past to very
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to pay no regard to tne disorders ol cfiMren.
For the most part malaria is decreasing in such towns and rural
areas as are under medical control, but during 1926, in Jordan and the
Emek it was unduly prevalent.
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on account of its mineral and other deposits. We wait with interest
for the corroboration of news that a large chemical company, with
Sir Alfred Mond a t its head, has obtained rights to exploit these deposits, which are stated to be exceptionally pure, and the sea being
so accessible, little expense will be incurred in shipment.

Excavations are in progress in different parts of the land. 1%
Jevusalem the work of uncovering the third wall and continuing inside
the walled city. A large rock near the north-west comer of the third
wall has been laid bare, which flanked the gateway near the tower
which has been identified with the tower of the women, mentioned
by Josephus, who writes that this corner, being so strongly fortified,
Titus, when engaged on the siege of Jerusalem, made no attack on it.
On the northern line of this wall two courses of masonry were laid
bare, the lower being evidently of Herodian masonry,- finely dressed,
the upper course of huge blocks roughly finished, which exactly agrees
with Josephus' description of the wall, which was commenced building
by King Agrippa in elaborate style, but stopped in erection by the
Emperor Claudius, and finished hurriedly immediately after the outbreak of the last great revolt of the Jews.
The Hebrew University is about to excavate Tel el Jerisha, a
mound covering the remains of an ancient city, name unknown, near
the river Auja, between Tel Aviv and Pstach Takvah.
The gigantic walls of the ancient city of Mizpah are uncovered
to a height of 25 feet from the foundations ; probably they were
originally twenty feet higher. The wall itself is from 16 to 20 feet in
thickness. This work is under the direction of Professor William
Rade, Professor of Old Testament Studies, of California.

Haifa is growing in importance, even as Dr. Herd prognosticated
some twenty-five years ago. It is likely to become the chief port of
Palestine. Harbour works are to commence almost immediately.
British engineering experts are already hard a t work, and initial
preparations -are proceeding ; it is expected that a large number of
Jewish unemployed will find work here.
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I made the acquaintance of a very interesting young man. He
had graduated from the college at Wittebsk, had been put in prison
because of his political opinions, and had. remained there eighteen
months. During that time, he was able to make a study of many
philosophical works, which study he afterwards continued. He read
the New Testament, too, at that time. But he came gradually to the
conclusion that one page in the Jewish book of prayers was worth
more than all the systems of philosophy of Plato and Aristotle down
to the most modern philosophers. He even used to quote the New
Tectament in his political speeches, but naturally not from the point
of view of the soul's salvation. I can say only this, that, after speaking
to him of sin, the forgiveness of sin, the blood of Jesus, and so on, he
was a changed man.
Not far from our home, I came upon a young man and his wife
sitting on a stone with a child in a perambulator before them. I heard
the child call his father " Abba." I went up to them and said how
happy this child was that he had some one whom he could call father.
So I asked the man whether for him too there was someone whom he
could call father. Promptly the answer came : " Yes, thank God,
my father is still living in Poland." But when he realized that I was
referring to the Father in heaven, I had to sit down beside him and
we began a long talk on religion. He was very intelligent. He had first
studied the Talmud zealously, then he had turned to modern literature.
and later had paid homage to Socialism. But he was honest enough
to acknowledge that probably if he were suddenly to become a capitalist, he might oppress the workmen still more than he considered
capitalists were now doing. I told him that as I had listened so patiently
to him, it was his turn to listen patiently to me now. So he, too, became
a patient listener, and he got to hear that which I thought was necessary
for his soul's salvation. We parted as friends.
I was reading an advertisement that someone on the following
Saturday was going to give a lecture on the liberation of the Jewish
people. A young Sephardic merchant was standing near me, and I
ventured to express to him my opinion as to true freedom, which the
Son of God alone can bring to us. This led to a long conversation in
which soon several other persons took part. The Sephardic young man
had been present at several Christian discourses, but was convinced
that all he had heard was only humbug ; one of those who joined us
had even studied the New Testament, but it had not appealed to him.
" What you all need is conviction of sin," I said to them. " Pray. to
God for light. The Holy Spirit will then show you that Jesus shed His
blood for you too."
But God be thanked that there are many more than these five
examples, for during these four weeks I have come into contact with
more than thirty people.
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what was going on inside. I went inside and shortly came out again,
and found them still standing there. When I asked them why they did
not go in, they answered that their religion would not allow them to
do so. Talking with them, I mentioned the name of Jesus. According
to their ideas, it was quite impossible for Him to be the Son of God.
and I was thus enabled to give a powerful testimony to Him, as the
Son of God.
One Saturday morning I went out and met a young man who,
like myself, was enjoying the morning air. I asked to be allowed to
speak with him. Our conversation lasted a whole hour. His difficulty
was that, according to his opinion, Christianity is illogical. Why
should an innocent man suffer for the guilty?-I said to him : " Our
wicked enemy has discovered a new God for Israel, and his name is
' Logic.' Our understanding, which is darkened by sin, cannot avail
to meet the case, but only the love of God and the grace and obedience
of Jesus unto death upon the cross; " and adding a few words more
of testimony I left him.
Two days later, I entered a little shop and bought from the young
proprietor a copy of " Daar Hajom." MJe got into conversation. As
he was wearing a little velvet cap, I asked him if he was a Misrachist.
He answered in the negative, saying he had lost faith in everything,
and that he was wearing the little cap only because his pious parents
required him to do so. He said there had been many Mesiiahs, %nd
there would be many more. All who were opponents of oppressors were
Messiahs. And as for Christianity, it was . . . contrary to logic. I told
him also that the evil enemy had discovered a new god. And then
I explained to him the whole plan of God for our redemption.
In the old city, a dealer in antiques from whom I had bought a
calendar, came hurrying up to me. From the short conversationswe
had, I could see what a deep impression had been made upon him by
words that I had spoken a few weeks before when he and several others
were present.
I had the same experience with two brothers, owners of a chocolate
business, to whom, on their request, I had given a Christian calendar,
which had been the opportunity of leading them deeper into the true
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Experiences Among Jews in America.
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A little earlier Miss Cohen wrote : " The parcel (of literature)
has come, for which many thanks. I t will come useful later on. We
have had patients from Persia and Caucasus whose languages are
unknown to me. One hopes a smile and a kind action will remove
prejudice a t least. The Jewish schools have been closed for months.
Teachers on strike because they have not received their salaries.
This resulted in a stream of girls asking me to write notes to Miss
Clarke, the head of the Q.J.S. school. I foolishly wrote one note !
Older girls begged me to teach them English. I arranged to start a
class and give the Scriptures when I fell ill and the doctor forbade me
using mgi throat too much.
" R. COHEN."

RECEIVED my first training in practical missionary m-ork in the
Jewish Mission House " Elim," at Rotterdam, under the directorship of that most faithful and zealous Hebrew Christian, Mr.
Joseph Zalman, whom I had the privilege of assisting for three pears.
I know of no Jewish mission where the New Testament method of
Gospel preaching, accompanied by Gospel practice, was more thoroughly

,

1•‹5

t that was beating in " Elim," the self-denial
which it contained, the flame which it fed, are imperishable. That
Mission House, " Elim," has done more to break down Jewish prejudices against Christianity and to win the respect of thousands of
Jews for Christ than any mission I know of. All the Jews who visited
the place could not but be moved thereby. Many were influenced
and changed, and not a few truly converted.

address of the American Baptist missionaries working there. One of
them is a Hebrew Christian lady.
" I am now carrying on correspondence with two dear Jewish sisters,
one a true believer ; she knows English. The other is Mrs. G., a widow
whom I helped to send back to Poland. Unfortunately, I have to get
someone to write for me in Yiddish, so that one cannot say all one
would. And, of ,course, Shulamith must be written to from time
to time.
"A certain Mr. K.,a shoemaker, comes for work from time to time.
He carries heavy burdens, family cares and lack of means, but he knows
a good deal of the Gospel. I asked him if he believed in the Messiah
of Israel. He said : . ' Ich glaube in Gott aber momenthal ich Kann
mich nicht entschliasen uber den Meshiah .' I took up the word momenthal, and replied : ' Es gibt so was als ein momenthal sterben-und
man sol1 dozu bereit sein.' He replied : ' Ich bitte beten Sie fiir mich.' "

*

ISATIOM.

-

In the year 1914 I decided to leave Rotterdam, but did not know
whither the Lord would lead me. I considered going e'ither to Palestine
or to Germany. While pondering over this question I received an
invitation, which came unexpectedly, to assist in a Jewish mission in
America, and to devote my spare time to study. I was a little prejudiced against America, but seeing the clear leading of God, I did not
hesitate to obey, and I have never experienced any regret on account
of having done so.
When I came to the United States I found on the one hand a
Jewry more in need of Jewish missions than any other place in the
world, and on the other hand Jewish missions-with some rare exceptions-less efficient to meet this need than any European mission I
knew of. At first I could not discover the real cause of the inefficiency,
and thought it must be due to their undenominational character.
I therefore decided to do what I could to arouse the churches as such
to take up the work of Jewish evangelization. In this connection I
may mention a letter which I dictated to the Presbyterian Home
Mission Board of Chicago, signed by several Hebrew Christians, urging
them to remember the Jews whom Providence laid at their churches'
gates full of sores ; and who can tell how much of the present interest
of the American Presbyterian Church is due to that letter ?
Finding myself in disharmony with the prevailing method of
Jewish mission work in America, I took up secular work and continued
my studies. Wlile thus engaged I used to gather Jewish friends
every Sunday in the basement of the church I attended. -4ll classes
of Jews were represented at these gatherings, when we studied the
Scriptures and discussed the fundamentals of Christianity. After
some time we organized definitely into a club of which the minister
of the church was honorary president. This club caused quite a stir
among the members of that church and made them realize the possibilities of good Gospel work among the Jews. As a result of it some
of the church members brought a resolution before the consistory
to request the Synod to take up Jewish evangelization as a definite
part of the Church's task. This resolution was carried, and after a
period of several years of enquiry and study of the matter, it was
finally adopted. Premises were obtained and search was made for a
missionary.
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that being a Gentile is no parantee for being treated with respect
by the Jews, for on the very day that he commenced the work he
entered a Jewish baker's in the neighbourhood of the Mission House
to offer some literature, and if possible to enter into conversation.
But no sooner did he offer a tract than he was told by the proprietor
that unless he left the premises a t once he would be thrown out of the
door ! - He met with similar experiences daily and became greatly
discouraged and perplexed, not knowing how to handle the
situation.
At that time I received a letter, while studying in another State,
from the President of the Church Jewish Mission Committee, asking
me the following questions : " Would you consider an invitation to
help in the work in Chicago ? Would you come over once a month
or more frequently a t our expense and for due compensation, in order
to put the mission and the missionary on their feet-by your counsel
and experience ? Would you, on the Sundays that you are free, preach
in the churches on behalf of the Jewish Mission cause ? "
Whilst unable to fall in with their request, I suggested that if
I could arrange to complete my course of study in Chicago itself,
I could then use my spare time helping the Jewish Mission.
Finding myself able to do this, I began to assist the missionary
in every way possible. The first thing I did was to take the wife of the
missionary to visit the homes of the neighbourhood of the mission
and invite the mothers and the children to the Mission House. Then
we had invitation cards, together with other literature, distributed
in the locality. Finally we commenced open-air preaching. The result
was that children's classes and meetings for men and women began
in the Mission, and the place became a regular beehive for the Jews of
the district. As for the open-air meetings, a Hebrew Christian who was
present for several times remarked that our meetings " for quietness,
attention and interest are unparalleled." I t was not long before the
place was too small to accommodate the visitors and plans had to be
made for larger premises. The Church Committee decided to wait
for that until after my graduation, when I was appointed superintendent
of the work.
When I came to take up the work permanently as superintendent,
I met with such opposition form the local Jews that it made it sometimes
impossible either for me or for Mrs. Rottenberg to leave or to enter
the Mission. The conviction was held widely among the Jews of the
district that our main object was the " Gentilizing " of the populace.
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One of the first answers to our prayer was that a woman living
opposite the Mission, whom we regarded as the greatest hindrance
to our work, became one of our best friends, coming herself to the
Mother's Meetings and also sending her children to the Mission. One
Jewish boot retailer, who a t first refused to sell me a pair of shoes,
afterwards became so friendly that if anyone came with a note from
me they could get shoes at cost price. Not very long afterwards we
noticed quite a change in the whole district. Some of the most orthodox
Talmudic Jews, even though they were afraid to enter the Mission,
used to visit us privately.
The following is a general outline of the various activities we had
in that Mission :I. Reading Room.-Many
Jews have taken advantage of this
privilege. We used to divide them into the following four groups :
(a) Enquirers, (b) some that were very friendly, (c) bitter enemies, and
(d) indifferent. Some of the visitors came at 2 o'clock, bringing their
supper with them and staying till 9 o'clock at night.

Friday nights we had a kind of round2. Inside Meetings.-On
table discussion, in which all could enter, missionaries and visitors.
The subjects were introduced by one of the missionaries. Sunday
nights we had a regular service, led by one of the missionaries. The
service opened with singing a few Psalms, Scripture reading, a few
remarks, and after some further singing, an address in Yiddish or
English. After the service was closed with the singing of a Psalm and
'prayer, questions were invited.
the summer months we held
3. Open-air Meetings.-During
three open-air meetings a week, which were well attended. We had
no opposition to speak of, and sometimes as many as 300 gathered
round to listen. As a result of these meetings we made the acquaintance
of many Jews, some of whom have visited us in the Mission.

4. Mothers' Meetings.-At first we had a weekly Mothers' Meeting,
but realizing their difficulty in having to leave their children alone
a t home in order to attend the meeting, we arranged for a Monthly
Mothers' Meeting, which proved a real success. At these meetings
we had short addresses, appropriate hymns and refreshments at the
closing.

5. Children's Work.-This work we divided into five groups :
(a) Manual Training, (b) Workers' Club, (c) Weaving Class, (d) Girls'
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" From what I have said the reader can see that in the Je.
Mission we have to do not with a hopeless, but a thoroughly hoy
work. It is worth more than all we can contribute towards it. I
cerely hope that this work may be given prayerful co-operation b:
the members of our denomination."

nd (e) Girls' Willing Workers' Club. Each had a different
programme, according to the age and mentality of the children. Our
children's work was perhaps the most successful of any children's work
in the city, including even what was done among Gentile children in
the different City Missions.
_ _,

I quote one other article by the president of the Chicago Je.
Mission Committee, about the second Christmas entertainment arter
my appointment as Superintendent of that work, held in the First
Christian Reformed Church of Chicago :-

6. Hoztse Visitation, Distribution of Literatzcre and Invitation
Cards.-Many homes were visited by our Lady Workers, and many
tracts were distributed in Jewish stores, houses and to individuals on
the streets by all the missionaries.

A member of the Church Jewish Mission Committee, n7ho attended
our meetings and children's classes for nine months, wrote an article
in Dutch, of which the following quotation is a translation :-

*

" The work of the Chicago Jewish Mission is moving on steadily.
Yea, more than that, I can assert that it is making constant progress.
This I was able to observe during the nine months in which I attended
.
the meetings and children's classes weekly.

" The Reading Room, which is open from 2-9 p.m., is fairly well
attended during the summer and overcrowded in the colder season.
There is a continual incoming and outgoing. During these visits the
missionaries have ample opportunity to proclaim the Gospel of the
Cross. This takes place every day except Monday, when the Mission
House is closed.
" At first there were two meetings held every week, viz., Friday
and Sunday evenings, but, encouraged by their success, the missionaries decided to hold another one on Wednesday evenings. At
these meetings the Christ is boldly proclaimed as the One promised
in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New. The meetings are open
for discussion, of which privilege the visitors take advantage. These'
meetings are also diversified by singing of hymns and Psalms in which
the majority participate.

" We believe, and are firmly convinced that the work done by the
Chicago Jewish Blission is done with the greatest earnestness and
conviction. Besides, this work is backed up by much prayer, and
cannot but bring forth fruit in-due season.
" Now a word about the children's classes. These, too, are well
attended. The order and attention is excellent, and sets an example
to our own children. The lessons are always interwoven with the
Gospel of the Messiah. After the story is told by the teacher it is repeated by some of the children in their own language, and listening
to them one cannot help feeling that the Gospel made a deep impression
on their young hearts. The same can be said about their singing.
One feels that it comes from the heart.

11

.

" The First Christian Reformed Church of Chicago witnessed
many unusual things on Christmas evening. The church building
was filled with Jewish children and mothers and as many of the congregation as could find room. Old pillars of the church who have experienced such in connection with the congregation said that they could
not remember having spent a more beautiful evening in the church.
And the pastor of the church (the writer himself), who opened the
meeting and gave the first address, can also give testimony to the
fact that this was one of the most unique meetings he ever
addressed.
" Imagine for yourself right in front of the pulpit half way up the
church, where usually the weil-known, round, fair-haired and blueeyed Groninger men and women sit, to see before me the dark-eyed
small and grown-up Semites ! And what was especially nice was the
fact that they could not have shown more reverence had they been
Christians. How attentive they were as with open mouths they listened
to me on ' The Three Great Days ' : (I) The beautiful day of creation,
(2) the great day of 'God's love, when He sent -His Son as Saviour of
the world, and (3) the great day of Christ's second coming.
" Then the fruit ! The congregation could hardly believe that
these were Jewish children, eighty or more. They behaved so reverently, even better than our own children. They recited Christmas
recitations and sang Christmas songs. What a surprise could be seen
in the eyes of the congregation when one girl rose, came forward
and recited in a clear, loud voice the whole plan of salvation, using
in alphabetical form New Testament scripture passages !
" What an inspiration to hear all the children sing ' Holy hight,
Silent Night,' in tender and earnest voices ; how one little boy recited
' What Can I Do for the Saviour ? '
" With gratitude, praise and thanksgiving the congregation
wended its way homeward, believing that God had begun a mighty
work among the Jews of 'the Chicago Jewish Mission district."
In a letter given to me by the Chi~agoJewish Mission Committee
of the Reformed Church of America, they state : " The Rev. Rottenberg
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one force which should preserve from such danger as this,
Ahad Ha'am considered to be " the love of Zion, which must become
an overmastering passion strong enough to take precedence over all
interests and ambitions, of whatever character, that divide community
from community, or individual from individual." That this might
become possible, Ahad Ha'am saw that a twofold education must
originate it, creating " an actual Jewish life in Palestine, the development of which would provide a practical objective for Jewish effort,
and, on the other hand, by education in a more specific sense-by
teaching Jews to understand Jewish history and to appreciate Jewish
values. "
In other words, if we would secure our existence as one people
and build for ourselves a new future, we must go back to our best in
two senses-to our ancient land, and to the ideas underlying our
historic culture. We cannot regain Palestine unless we also regain the
Prophets. The way to political re-birth lies through moral re-birth.
We have to shake off alike the degrading influences of the ghetto and
the no less demoralising influences of that slavery in freedom which
is the Jew's lot in conditions of assimilation. We have to make our
own the prophetic ideal of truth and justice."
This sage in Israel went far towards discovering the truth that
Israel needs to return to the Prophets ; but too likely his thought
was, as the writer of the article in New Judea puts it, " The idenls of
single-hearted service to Zion, of Profound understanding of the teaching
of Judaism, of inflexible adherence to the highest moral laws."
Alas ! Zion apart from Zion's King, and quite another salvation
than that of the mere reoccupation of the land, can never hold her
people together. And Judaism, made up of traditions and precepts
of men, and customs of Israel in the darkest days of her long exile,
can never give life and enthusiasm, neither can inflexible adherence
to the highest moral laws. I t is indeed to the glorious faithfulness of
God to His promises reiterated again and again in the prophets, the
men who suffered for faithful proclamation of the word they were
charged of God to speak, that the true link will be discovered which
binds the land and the people together. Let Israel but rediscover
these truths, and the great truth that the days we live in are preluding
the " latter days," " the Day of the Lord," when their darkest night
shall turn to brightest day, they will not lack a strong bond of unity.
" Behold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven ; and all the proud
arid all that do wickedly shall be stubble ; and the day that cometh shall
burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither
root nor branch. But unto you that fear My Name shall the Son of
Righteousness arise with healing in His wings." (Mal. iv. I, 2 ) .
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Sometimes I say to a sufferer a t my door : " Look here, friend, I can
only show you the way to God ; I am only a poor evangelist, who has
given what he has into the free dinners on the squares ; I am not
the Minister of Welfare, or an official of the Municipality." I did
not give him even a little roll of bread ; after he was gone I felt
pricked in conscience and felt the whole day as if God turned away
from me.

When his two secretaries and the whole Jewish community heard
about his sudden death, and my conversation with him just a few hours
before he died, they were shocked.
The anti-Semitic riots during the last months, together with the
" numerus clausus," have done great harm, by hardening Jewish

hearts, but I believe even these persecutions will be used as means
to compel the Jews to study the Old and New Testaments, as they
seek weapons to fight the anti-Semites.

I am giving evangelistic meetings in the open air, and travel
regularly into the suburbs and try to reach the Jews wherever I can.
I am sorry to tell you that I have done too much during the Christmas
and New Year weeks, and had to take to my bed for a time, but even
then, praise God, the work did not cease. I have daily to wait upon
Him, and really He is providing wonderfully without making any
collections or using worldly means to get money for the daily needs.
H e sees and knows better than I even before I get up in the morning,
what duties I have to fulfil during the coming day. I dedicate each
morning myself to Him, when opening my eyes, and He is daily doing
wonderful things around me.

I
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God alone knows zvhy and what end the anti-Semitic persecution
may serve for the Jewish nation.
T

Ever gratefully yours,

Let me tell you God's leading with His poor unworthy servant.
In December I had one day to visit the President of the Jewish community here in a case of an 80-year-old Jewish lady, who, attempting
to commit suicide, got her a m amputated by the electric tram. I
offered the President of the community & a month to place her in the
Jewish Home for Cripples. He said to me that he could not do it as
n~
He continued : " Look here,
the Home is only f ~ r - ~ o ucripples.
I am the 75-year-old President of the Jewish Community oil&,
you are the Joseph of the whole hungry Mizraim (Egypt) and the father
of all who need comfort and help. Every door gets open for you in
any case you want, you are much more than I , who am looked down
upon by every anti-Semite, in spite of my fifty years' service to the
Budapest Jews. "
I took the opportunity to explain that the work I am doing is
not mine ; it is God's work, and wherever I go or come, I am sent in
the name of Christ, the crucified King of the Jews, and I have to fulfil
this mission, like His apostles did. And what I do every Jewish leader
and each Jew of his comm~mity,all Israel in the whole world, will
have to do as the chosen people of God in the future. For fully two
hours this old President and the two Secretaries of the Jewish Community listened to the testimony God allowed me to give them that
morning. Then the President took me in his motor-car, as I had to go
to the hospital and he to the Minister of Education and Ecclesiastical
-4ffairs. There he stopped for three hours. When re-entering his own
house he fell down, dying on the staircase, with the words on his lips,
" God be merciful to me, for I have not fulfilled the right mission."

May our gracious God bless all our friends, who enable the witnesses of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel to be a living
testimony in this world.

ROBERTFEINSILBER.

A Letter from Safed,

.

ISS STENIUS' last letter received will give some idea of the
nature of her present work there.
She wrote : " I wish to thank you for the booklets
forwarded from the Scripture Gift Mission by Mr. Lewis. As a matter
of fact, it is a very gracious gift which the Scripture Gift Society has
given me this time, and The Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel
a t the same time, seeing- that the parcels contain hundreds upon hundreds of tracts in Hebrew. I shall be very glad t o know that this
veritable ' campaign ' against the powers of darkness through this
present tract distribution will be remembered in prayer by you as well
as others who love the truth. Alas ! it is the old, old story of ' the
hard-necked people,' the Jews being those who are still most opposed
to the truth. Therefore, whenever one finds a more ready reception
of the written Word offered to them it is a matter of great rejoicing,
as, for instance, this evening when in' a Jewish shop, well known to
me, a number of Jewish youths showed great eagerness each of them
to get a share of the literature I carried with me. As to the Moslem
Arabs, one cannot but wonder a t the willing acceptance of literature
not relating to the Koran. But then, both the ' Torah ' and ' Eucljil '
are highly revered among them, and this explains it well enough.
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the rest of us in this room do-it is our A, B, C. Unless you acknowledge
God you cannot proceed to study His Word. We believe an intelligent
Person created the universe. You believe it ' happened ' by chance.
You are entitled to your opinion, but you are qualifying for a lunatic
asylum. " To his dismay all the visitors in the Reading-Room expressed
their agreement.
A young Jew, born in this country of foreign parents, who are
rather fanatical, was thrown into the company of a sect of Christians
through business friendships. These people made a very good impression on him ; in fact he began to make comparison between the family
life of Christians and that of the Jews he knew, with the result that he
wished to enquire into the Christian faith. To make the story as brief
as possible, he was soon made a member of this church by baptism,
although for many reasons he kept this matter quite secret from his
family and friends. I took pains to interview the person who was
instrumental in the baptism of the young man, and he confessed
that he was hasty, and more zealous to add one to their church than
he was to see a Jew truly converted. He had a " zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge." The young man later married a Jewess in
synagogue, and has still kept secret his previous connection with a
Christian community, for, needless to say, he no longer associates with
those friends. My sympathy is with him, for they should not have
secretly baptized him. If he was not prepared to confess Christ a t his
home, they should have had a suspicion that something was not quite
right concerning his faith.
Recently, I received news of the arrival of a firstborn son,
together with a question as to how I view the subject of the
Redemption of the Firstborn according to Num. xviii. 16, and Ex.
xiii. 15. In othey- words, I was asked to advise whether he should
conform to the present custom of presenting the child a t the synagogue
and making a gift. I replied to the following effect : " The Redemption
of the Firstborn is only one of the many laws of the Old Covenant
made with Israel a t Sinai, which covenant in Jeremiah's day was
already broken (Jer. xxxi. 32). These laws were given to Israel to be
observed in the land of Palestine (Deut. iv. 14), and for a Jew to attempt
to observe the ritual of the first covenant (Heb. ix. I, etc.) in another
land is only to show that he does not realise that the old covenant is
broken and Israel driven from their land on that very account. We who
believe in Christ are under the New Covenant (Ter. xxxi. 31), which
is a better covenant, established on better 9romises (Heb. vi;. '6, etc.).
The making of the Old Covenant is recorded in Ex. xxiv. 3 and 7, and
in Deut. xxvii. 26 we are told that to fail to observe it in one point
is to be guilty of breaking the whole covenant. See James ii. 10 and
Gal. iii. 10, 11 to 14-especially verse 13. In this connection rcad also
Romans x. 1-4 and Col. ii. 16, 17. Days, foods and ordinances under

the Old Covenant were shadows. Christ, Himself the New Covenant,
is the Substance in WIom all the types are concentrated and fulfilled.
There is no harm in observinp this synagogue ceremony for custom's
sake, but if in doing so you imagine you are keeping God's law, you are
in great error. Neither Sabbath, Holy Day, nor Day of Atonement
are of any value apart from a priest, an altar and a sacrifice.
In Christ we have all, and through His one sacrifice once ofered
we have acceptance with God for ever (Hebrews ix. 11-28 and
X. 1-14)."

I22

One day I called on Mrs. X., an old friend of my boyhood days
in London. Her husband is a pronounced infidel, and she feared he
and I would quarrel. They both acknowledged their utter ignorance
of Scripture, and she admitted her fear of death. She said she envied
me the " heart peace " which I now possessed, and only wished she
had the same. Then, in pride, she said : " I believe there is a God."
I replied : " Yes, but the devil believes that, and he remains a devil
just the same." " Oh," she said, " I see what your mean-I must
do as God tells me." I answered : " Exactly. God has not left us in
darkness and ignorance ; He has not withdrawn Himself from His
creatures and left us to wander without any light or hope. He has
given us the Scriptures to reveal to us His thoughts and to instruct
us what is.right and what is wrong in His estimation. If we leave
the Bible out of our reckoning we may be doing the very opposite
to what God requires of us." Our conversation lasted two hours,
and is to be continued as soon as possible.
Among the Harrow shopkeepers I met one who said he had given
up Judaism because he found it was a " commercialised religion,"
but that he was so taken up with Freemasonry that he almost made
a religion of that. He admitted that Freemasonry teaches salvation
by works, and called it " a glorified self-help society whose members
join it mainly for business advantage." I left him some literature
and called a week later. He said he had read the booklets, but was
not very impressed or interested. He spends three to four hours each
day in reading, but my visit had caused him to recognise that he had
not read the Bible through once. After a long talk on man's many
religions and the one true religion as given in the Bible, he accepted
two New Testament portions which will give him his first acquaintance
with this Book.

\
.
I

I found some of the Chatham shopkeepers iriendly, and disposed
to talk. One man said : " Business takes all our thought and we cannot
bother to keep up our religion." I replied : " But what God requires
is that we love Him with all our heart and our neighbours as ourselves." He answered : " Well, I can try to do good to my fellow men,
but as for loving God, how can we love Him if we do not know Him ?
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